Surname 8

Critical thinking 
School:
Course: 
09/09/2018
Introduction
In this paper, I will provide a counter-argument based on the benefits of online education vs traditional education. The topic of online and traditional education is persistent today. This was not the case in the early 1970s and the 80s because technology had not spread too much as it is today. Modern technology is the reason why we are talking about online education. Many people today are choosing online education to advance in their careers compared to the traditional education method which is tedious and one has to be present in school or in a physical classroom in order to learn, attend to school or do exams. This is not the case with online education whereby the learner can learn from anywhere and anytime. On the other hand, it is cheaper. These are some of the main reasons why online education is being talked about today (Bransford & John. 1). 
· Young people today are choosing the online educational program to further their education
· Due to the rising costs of traditional education, many people have opted for online training programs to upgrade and change their career plans. 
Online education is highly effective for students who are self-motivated and disciplined. It needs mature students who are able to control themselves and stay organized in order to handle the online education. Students who are not self-disciplined always find it hard to learn in the online education programs whereby there is less supervision and the students are free to do what he/she likes. 
Describe any personal connection you have to the topic. Why is the topic of particular interest to you?
	Personally, I love this topic because it gives me an opportunity to air my views on what I think is the benefit of online education versus traditional education. On the other hand, I will deeply counter this argument and look at the other side of the story and why I think traditional education is better as compared to online education which is viewed today as better and convenient. My point of interest in this argument is the effects of online education in today’s generation. For example, what are the additional benefits of online education? Is it less expensive compared to traditional methods of education? And so many other questions that I feel I need to explore and find out (Bok & Derek, 5).
Presented Argument used to counter
The presented argument is that online education is better than traditional education. The logical structure that has been presented in this argument is that online education can be effective compared to the traditional methods. 
The arguments are based on the following logical structure that online education is;
· Convenience 
a. There is no commuting or travelling from home to campus and back
b. Access to resources is guaranteed. For example, the university provides an online library for the students where they can access all the resources which they need
c. Online education is cheaper compared to the traditional mode of education
d. Online education is student-centered. Students can actively engage in online discussions and make class contributions in class. 
· Less expensive 
a. The argument is that online education is less costly because there are no housing or travel costs experienced 
b. The students can also learn while they do other jobs
· Technology 
Technology has enabled the students to study anywhere and anytime. What the student requires is just the internet and the software. When the students attend school online, they are able to learn fast and at the same time spend little time in school. When they attend class online, the students may not face discrimination due to their race or sex among other factors. 
· Additional benefits 
a. No problems in immigration
b. High levels of online interactions with many other students
c. Creative teaching due to technological innovations. For example, the students can learn from a variety of resources such as videos, an online resources such as articles and journals (Bransford & John. 4).
Logic and reasoning used to advance the argument and any gaps or weaknesses present. 
However, in my counter-arguments I feel that this is not the case. Technology has been used to improve productivity in education but what we don’t realize is that education needs accountability and focus all of which have been lost in online education programs. The aspect of online education has left a dysfunctional societal as well as cultural mechanisms in the community. Many people in the educational sectors are naively implementing grand reforms without realizing that the far away we go from the traditional methods, the more disruption and lack of educational ethical standards. The following are questions that have been left unanswered by the people who champion for online education;
a. Are all the students able to gain the right skills even after attending online education?
b. Is it possible for the student to access the internet all the time?
c. What are the ethical concerns in online education?
Explain how the argument contains or avoids bias. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
The following are my strong points in my counter arguments why online education might not be the best as it seems to be. 
Low-quality education and lack of accreditation 
Despite the fact that online education is quick and innovative, there is no accreditation or verification that one attended the school. It might be cooked online since all the information is readily available online. There is no physical appearance in school and no one can confirm that the student attended school in that particular school in the case of traditional education which I tend to side with, all the students have attended the school physically and they can be confirmed as students of the institution in which they attended school (Bok & Derek, 7). 
No face to face interaction
Online education has limited students from talking to one another physically and interacting with one another. The students only engage in monologue and not the real dialogue. On the other hand, in the traditional mode of education, the student is able to interact physically with the students. The teacher and the student relationship is intact and they can directly converse and discuss ideas. The physical presence is important in education and helps them to develop good communication skills. Online education denies the student an opportunity to present their ideas physically and they might shy away from physical communication with other people in society (Bok & Derek, 8).
More work
	Online education requires too much reading and assignments in order to compensate for the time that would have been spending on the class physically. The quality of online work is low and students have to spend too many hours in doing what they should have done in one or two hours, for example, a single course that requires 20hours a week could have only required three to four hours to cover the content. Therefore, it is correct to state that online education eats a lot of time that would have been spending (Bok & Derek, 8).
There is an intense requirement for self-direction
	In traditional education which I feel is key, students are able to meet their supervisors and teachers and get more knowledge and explanations in areas that they need assistance. On the other hand, in online education, the student must take care of all the work by themselves without guidance from the tutor or professor (Bok & Derek, 9). 
Lack of company from classmates
Many people don’t realize the need for a group sited somewhere sharing information until they get to the corporate world where teamwork is important. Students who have participated in online education always find it hard to interact with other people in the organization and share ideas directly. Such job candidates find it hard to corporate with other people in the organization in ensuring that all the dreams of the organization are met (Paul, 12). 
Intensive use of technology
We all must admit that not everyone is able to access the internet. In order for the student to attend online education, they must have the internet and the right resources such as the internet device. If the student is not able to have all of these items, then he/she cannot attend online education. Some students might not afford technology which the institutions offering online education employ. Therefore, it is hard for the poor student to attend online education considering the device needed and technology. For example, in some parts in the USA, technology has got some significant costs most of which the user must pay monthly. On the other hand, a lot of power is used by the devices and this is an additional cost (Paul, 13).
Credibility of the overall argument. 
	The argument that online education is accessible might not be the right one. Online education is limited and this is the fact. The student must have the internet and the right devices or software in order to attend school. To me, this is not how educations in the society should be. We are not supposed to complicate education is basic. I view the argument as incredible and lacks morals at all expected in the educator. For example, the program is deemed to fail if there is a lack of set strategies. It is important for stakeholders in the education sector as well as lawmakers to view this issue and implement new strategies that will protect the sector from exploitation. Online education is not effective and that is why we have so many issues in the society which are itching. For example, terrorism and lack of morals in the society. The credibility undermines the argument that online education better than traditional education (Thiagarajan, Sivasailam, 3). 
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